Glattal — an Emerging City!
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EM2N, Pool, Boltshauser, Zierau and Schweingruber
Zulauf, started 2009, ongoing

‘Creating a city, preserving the landscape!” The Archi
tects Group Krokodil postulates a change of paradigms
for Switzerland and substantiates this using the example
of the Zurich metropolitan area, respectively of Glattal. A
city has to be wanted and it has to be designed. Even if we
tend to de ne the city in more phenomenological terms
and understand it as the appearance of a continuous set
tlement area, the city does not stop at its boundaries.
While we — with either fascination or distrust, depending
on our viewpoint — look towards China, where hundreds of
new cities are being founded, a city is forming secretly in
front of our very noses: Glattal city is developing.

The fact that this settlement area, despite a residential
population of around 150°000 and 120‘000 workers, is still
hardly noticed as a city has a lot to do with political and
territorial organisation. The urban area is fragmented,
there is no overriding concept. The best accessed districts
of Glattal are therefore nothing more than neglected bor
der areas between the individual communities.

This is where the analysis and project idea of the Archi
tects Group Krokodil begins. It postulates that Glattal
should be read not as a peripheral metropolitan region
made up of individual communities but as an emerging
urban body. This reading produces a proposal for even
more intensive access systems and a signi cantincrease
in density. The former boundary areas between differ
ent communities are read as new development areas, the
role of green and landscape spaces is reinterpreted and
strengthened. The new city is not based on the principle of
the tabula rasa but follows an incremental logic. Existing
and new are placed in a new relationship to each other
and woven together like a collage. Parallel to this, rural
settlement areas under particular pressure can be relieved
by means of the Swiss system of transferring property
utilization and making charges for any added value that
results from planning decisions. In an overall view a vision
develops of a dense, polycentric, urban and sustainable
city in the Glattal. The core message of the Glattal city is a
pleato preserve difference: ‘city remains city and country
remains country!’
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